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Night of the Museum Thieves g
An extract from Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown

Mabe they wor't come, Stanley thought. Maybe the sneak thieves
worit come at all. The moon went behind  cloud and then the
main hall wes pitch dark. It seemed to get quieter, too, with the
darkness. There was absolutely no sound ot all. Stanley fel the hair
on the back of his neck prickle beneath the golden curls of the wig.
Creeeecek

The creaking sound came from right out in the middle of the
main hall and even as he heard it Starley saw, in the same place,
a tiny yellow glow of light!

The creaking came again and the glow got bigger. A trap door
had opened in the floor and two men came up through it inta the
halll

Stanley understood everything al at once. These must be the
sneak thieves! They had a secret trap door entrance into the
museum from outside. That was why they had never been caught.
And, now, tonight, they were
back to steal the most expensive
painting in the world!

He kept very stil in his picture
frame and listened to the sneak
thieves.

This is it, Max, soid the
firt one. ‘This is where we art
robbers pull a sensational job
whilst the civilised community
sleeps!

‘Right, Luther, said the other
man.In all this great city there is no one to suspect us.”

Ha, hal thought Stanley Lambchop. Thats what you think!

The sneak thieves put down their lantern and took the world's
most expensive painting off the wall
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“What would we do to anyone who tried to capture us, Max?”
the first man asked

“We would Kill nim. What else?" his friend repliec

That was enough to frighten Stanley, and he was even more
rightened when Luther came over and stared at him

This sheep gir." Luther said. ' thought sheep gir's were
supposed to smile, Max. This ane laoks scared.

Just in time, Stanley managed to et a faraway laok in his eyes
again and to smile, sort of

“ouire crazy, Luther, Max said. ‘She's smiling. And what @
pretty lttle thing she i, too.”

That made Stanley furious. He waited unti the sneak thieves
hod turned back to the worlds most expensive pointing, and then
e shouted in his loudest, most terrifying voice: ‘POLICEI POLICE!

MR DART! THE SNEAK THEVES ARE HERE! The sneak thieves

looked at each ather. ‘Mas,
said the frt one, very
quietly, 1 think | heard the
sheep girl yell-

@ think | did too,' said Max
in a quivery voice. ‘O, boy!
Yelling pictures. We both need
arest”

oull get a rest, al right?
shouted Mr Dart, rushing in
with the Chief of Police and lots of guards and policemen befind

fim. You'l get arrested, that’s whatl Ha, ha, hal"
The sneak thieves were too mixed up by Mr Dart's joke
and too frightened by the policemen to put up a figh.

Before they knew it they had been handcuffed and led
away to jail

The next morning in the offce of the Chief of Poiice
Stanley Lambehop got a medal. The day after that his
picture was In all the newspapers, =
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Wha

is the name of the boy in the story?

Where did the creaking sound come from?

How
Wha
Wha
Wha
Who
Wha

many men came into the hall?
were the thieves’ names?

were the thieves holding?

were they trying to steal?
arrested the thieves?
did Stanley receive from the Chief of Police?





